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Essential Assessment

Theodore R. Sizer
Teachers Center

FRANCIS W. PARKER
CHARTER ESSENTIAL SCHOOL




Ten Common Principles
of the

Coalition of Essential Schools

Learning to use oneds mind
Less Is more; depth over coverage

Goals apply to all students

Personalization

Student as worker, teacher as coach

Demonstration of mastery

A tone of decency and trust

Commitment to the entire school

e 0T R W M H

Resources dedicated to teaching and learning

10. Democracy and equity



Parker Schooi- A
Conversation Among Friends

FAn Essential School

A-ounded by Ted Sizer, former Dean of the Graduate School of
Education at Harvard, and Leader of the Annenberg Institute at Bro

ANomen of the ILTDeb Merriam, Sue Massucco, Diane Kruse, Ruth W
Crockett, Debbie Osofsky, Mandy Levine, Kathy Russo

FGrades #12, or ages 1218 years; 400 students

\ACharter School

FCharter schools are public schools

/

ZEndorsed in first cohort of charter schools in Massachusetts

FOpened in 1995



Domain Structure

four integrated subject areas

. | Arts and Humanities (AH)
Math, Science & Technology (MST)
Spanish

Wellness
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Criteria for Excellence Skill Areas

-

Arts & Humanitie
Writing
Reading
Research
Oral Presentation
Artistic Expression
Listening and Media Analy

~

S

SIS

-
;

Spanish
Interpersonal
Presentational

Interpretive
Communication

/
~

-

/

~

Math, Science, &

Technology

Technical Communication
Mathematical Problei8olving
Scientific Investigation

Technology

-
-~

Systems Thinking

Wellhess

SelfAwareness
Social Awareness
SelfManagement
Relationship Skills

Responsible Decisioraking

/




Parker School Criteria for Excellence in

Mathematical Problem-Solving

Problem-Solving

* You understand the problem.

* You identify special factors that influence your approach before you start.
* Your approach is efficient or sophisticated.

* You clearly explain the reasons for your decisions along the way.

* You solve the problem and make a general rule about the solution.

* You extend what you find to a more complicated situation.




fﬂihrisiun 2 MST: infectious Disease and J‘mmunil}r-\‘\

Mome:
GERM & Nesting Doll Challenge
“aar 1 Veor 2
Expomential or Linear or ....7
On Time  Late You Decide
Moy Revise by: Skill Assessed: Mathemaotical Problem Solving
Portfolic Eligible  YES Mot Vet Due Friday, January 11, 2019
'\_ i the END of Class _/‘
Mathematical Problem Solving
Mathematical Problem Solving (NS S I T— —  —

Setting Up the Problem

The problem has a fitle.

You state the goal of the assignment.
You clearly identify which nestmg dolls you are using.

Bggnning

Appraeiing

eeling

Procees

You collect and display data.

You develop eguations to modsl the scenarios.

You provide a convincing argument as to why your nesting dolls are
exponeniial or linsar, or some other fnclion.

You effectively compare two measuremerds oF 2 sats of dolis.

You show a clear process for solving the problem with reasans for
decisions you make,

You use caplions, headers, statemeants, amows, eic. o guide your
resder through your procass,

You crass out mistakes, mitial thowghts, efc. in suck & way that vour
work can be seen.

Brginning

bApprmaching

WMuabng

Problem Solving Stategies

You determme how to =iad the problem.

You get unshuck when unsure what to do.

You redirect your process when thimgs are not workdng.

You locate ermars and comect them.

You show misiskes and ineffective pathways taken.

You record questions you have along the way.

You provide evidence in the form of tables, graphs, eguations,
and diagrams.

You verify that your solution makes sense.

Brginnirg

bAppmaching

WMuabng




Assessment Language

Meets (M)
Approaches (A)

Beginning (B)



Assessment Journey



Professional Practices
NEASC Standard Three

~ AEnsure that grading and assessment practices
are aligned with the
learning




Curriculum, Instruction &
Assessment

. | FTeam Teaching for grades sexen
~ FEssential Questions, Projects, Rubrics, Portfolios

PHeterogeneous Clasges sorting of students by
perceived abllity)

FCommitment to revisiom student and teacher worl



Key Systems moves for Equity

A'Making space for achievement to grow; not
sorting students by perceived ability

* | AParkerteachers haveneacademic preparatior

.| Some teachers have two preparations
k&t (semestebased courses for oldest students)
\A Robust !' common planning time

A Use protocols for efficient collaboration

A Educators share the work!



Student VVoices

Students reflect on two
sample projects

o What the project is
o What | learned

o What | learned about
myself as a learner



Hello Ruby

' The Union & Confederacy In
American Memory

e

A Project overview

- Images of project description
- Shortpowerpointproduct



Parker School Criteria for Excellence in

Listening and Media Analysis

Comprehension

You understand and correctly use the vocabulary and terminology of the
medium.

You summarize or restate the main ideas of what you hear and /or see and
identify essential supporting information.

You identify the elements, form and/or structure of what you hear and/ or see.
You identify the historical and social context of what you hear and/or see.
You distinguish fact from opinion.

Interpretation

You compare and contrast different elements/ideas you hear and/or see.
You identify a purpose and point of view of the work.

You analyze the positions taken in what you hear and/ or see and the evidence
offered in their support.

You make a claim about what you hear and /or see and support it with
evidence.

You are able to determine cause and etfect relationships in what you hear
and /or see.

You identify and evaluate the strategies and elements of the work’s craft.
You synthesize information from multiple media sources.

You make connections between what you hear and / or see and other content
(class discussions, readings, or previous knowledge, etc.).

You make connections between what you hear and/ or see and your own
experience.

Process

You generate questions about what you hear and/ or see.

You discuss what you hear and/or see with others.

You listen or observe in a way that suits the material (taking notes, asking
questions, engaging in constructive dial-ngue].



The Union & Confederacy
in American Memory:
LaMA & OP

A house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe this government cannot endure,
permanently, half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved — I do
not expect the house to fall — but I do expect it will cease to be divided. It will become

all one thing or all the other.

-- Abraham Lincoln

During the 19t century, the United States endured a vital part of its history,
caused by increasing upheaval and divisions within the country, due to the
existence and preservation of the enslavement of African Americans. This
identity during the period that followed, known as Reconstruction. When
discussing this period, historian Dawvid Blight notes, “The transfer from slavery
to political liberty, practically overnight, had never happened anywhere else in
history. This was a bold set of aspirations.”

This unit will examine the historical memory of the Civil War and
Reconstruction, focusing on the impact of early historical narratives about this
period and how they shape and influence our modern understanding of past
events. We will use historical records and media to understand how this period
is remembered, culminating in listening and media analysis and oral
presentation assessments which focus on the legacy and preservation of

history.



YOU WILL BE RESPONSIBELE FOR:

10 Formative Worle: Including, but not limited to...
o Notes and homework responses
o In-class activities and responses
o Glossary (will be turned in with summative work)

1 Summative Work (this is what will be assesszed):
o Historical Memory Project

» Legacy of “The Lost Cause” (Assessed for LaMA)
» Presentation on your historical analysis (Assessed for OP)



The Reversal of Roles
IN The Lost Cause

How the Narrative Makes the South the Heroes Against
the North

By Ruby







