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Lee Pelton is the 12th president of Emerson College in Boston. He is an 
internationally known speaker and writer on the value of a liberal education 
and the importance of leadership development, civic engagement, and 
diversity and inclusion in higher education. Pelton has outlined a bold vision 
for Emerson as the global hub for arts, communication, and the liberal arts. He 
is a well-respected thought and innovation leader, recognized in Boston 
Magazine’s list of “The 21 Most Powerful People in Boston Business” (May 

2017) and its list of “75 Bold Thinkers Who Are Shaping Our City and the World” (May 2014). Pelton 
began his academic career at Harvard University, where he earned a PhD in English literature. After 
Harvard, Pelton served as dean of the college at Colgate University and Dartmouth College and was 
president at Willamette University in Salem, Oregon for 13 years. Pelton is an avid cyclist and enjoys 
spending time outdoors. 


