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Tala Khudairi joined the Commission on Institutions of Higher 
Education staff in 2013, managing the NEASC Annual Meeting and 
Conference and supporting institutions with their Interim (Fifth-
Year) Reports. A Fulbright Scholar, Dr. Khudairi is a 
scientist/physiologist, engineer, and executive academic leader in 
higher education. As an academic dean of community colleges, 
she led and transformed Science, Technology, Engineering & Math 
(STEM) divisions, to meet the demand for an innovative economy. 
Her degrees include a B.S. in Engineering from NYU Polytechnic, a 
M.S. in Clinical Exercise Physiology, and a Ph.D. in 
Biology/Pharmaceutical Sciences, both from Northeastern 
University.  She completed the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education Institute for Management and Leadership, and enjoys 

presenting nationally and internationally on leadership, educational assessment and quality 
assurance. 


