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Linda Wells is Special Advisor to the Provost for Student Choices and
Transitions and Professor of Humanities in the College of General Studies.
She works closely with the Academic Deans, program leadership, and faculty
on efforts to strengthen student retention at BU. She provides individual
advising for students as they approach a range of critical turning points, from
transitioning between Schools and Colleges, to choosing or changing majors,
and charting pathways from degree programs to future careers. A nationally
respected scholar and educator, Linda has served at BU for more than 30 years as a faculty
member, division chair, and as Dean of the College of General Studies from 2000-2013. As Dean,
she oversaw a period of tremendous growth and vitality in the College. Linda received both her
B.A. and M.A. in English from Colorado State University before earning a Ph.D. from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. Her research today focuses on African-American literature and
culture and on identity and work.




