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Joyce Lapping has been the director of Prior Learning Assessment at the University of 
Southern Maine for the past eight years. Previous to that time, she was an assistant 
professor of Economics and advisor at the same university. As the director of Prior 
Learning Assessment, Joyce guides students through the process of assessing their 
college-level learning accrued outside the traditional classroom, building a bridge 
between their practical, applied learning experiences and their theoretical college- level 
learning competencies. The office works with all colleges, and both graduate and 
undergraduate programs within the University of Southern Maine, as well as the 
University of Maine System. Joyce holds a Masters Degree in Economics from Hunter 
College, CUNY, and a Bachelor in Economics from SUNY at New Paltz. She also has 
postgraduate courses in Consumer Economics from the University of Missouri, and in 
addition, holds certification from the Institute of Prior Learning Assessment from the 
Council of Adult Experiential Learning (CAEL). 


